English Literature at ALevel

Study skills and expectations
1) Keep a folder with all your notes/classwork in.
2) Every lesson, you must start with a title/question/objective, a date + be prepared to
make notes - on top of any tasks I ask you to do.
3) Revisit/revise + file your notes after the lesson.
4) You will keep a diagnostic book at school for essays and extended writing.
5) In an ideal world, you'd have your own copy of the text for scribbling textual notes
on.
6) Read around the text. Search for information/criticism online or look on
eBay/Amazon for critical editions or York Notes etc.
7) Even if you've read the book, always re-read chapters which will be covered in the
next lesson. Knowing the text is more important than anything else.
8) Meet your deadlines.

AQA Lit B: Paper One - Tragedy

Coursework

A Tragic Situation?
This is the basic situation at beginning of Shakespeare’s play, Othello:

Task
• If you were a dramatist starting a play with this situation, how would you start? Which two
characters would be on stage? What dramatic moment would you choose to open the play?
• Try writing the first eight exchanges between the characters to help consider the choices a
playwright might make.
• Be prepared to listen to each other’s openings and discuss the dramatic impact of the scenes.
• If you have studied a Shakespearean Tragedy before, what do you expect Shakespeare might have
chosen to capture the attention and emotions of the audience?
• Read the first 42 lines of Othello. Consider the way Shakespeare starts the play and what his
decisions suggest about what he want to emphasize. What does he want his audience to feel and
when? How does it compare to your opening?

• If you were a dramatist starting a play with this situation, how would
you start? Which two characters would be on stage? What dramatic
moment would you choose to open the play?
• Try writing the first eight exchanges between the characters to help
consider the choices a playwright might make.

Venice. A street, at night.
Enter RODERIGO and IAGO
RODERIGO: Tush! never tell me; I take it much unkindly
That thou, Iago, who hast had my purse
As if the strings were thine, shouldst know of this.
IAGO: 'Sblood, but you will not hear me:
If ever I did dream of such a matter, Abhor me.

RODERIGO: Thou told'st me thou didst hold him in thy hate.
IAGO: Despise me, if I do not. Three great ones of the city,
In personal suit to make me his lieutenant,
Off-capp'd to him: and, by the faith of man,
I know my price, I am worth no worse a place:
But he; as loving his own pride and purposes,
Evades them, with a bombast circumstance
Horribly stuff'd with epithets of war;
And, in conclusion,
Nonsuits my mediators; for, 'Certes,' says he,
'I have already chose my officer.'
And what was he?
Forsooth, a great arithmetician,
One Michael Cassio, a Florentine,
A fellow almost damn'd in a fair wife;
That never set a squadron in the field,
Nor the division of a battle knows
More than a spinster; unless the bookish theoric,
Wherein the toged consuls can propose
As masterly as he: mere prattle, without practise,
Is all his soldiership. But he, sir, had the election:
And I, of whom his eyes had seen the proof
At Rhodes, at Cyprus and on other grounds
Christian and heathen, must be be-lee'd and calm'd
By debitor and creditor: this counter-caster,
He, in good time, must his lieutenant be,
And I--God bless the mark!--his Moorship's ancient.

RODERIGO: By heaven, I rather would have been his hangman.
IAGO Why, there's no remedy; 'tis the curse of service,
Preferment goes by letter and affection,
And not by old gradation, where each second
Stood heir to the first. Now, sir, be judge yourself,
Whether I in any just term am affined
To love the Moor.
RODERIGO I would not follow him then.
IAGO O, sir, content you;
I follow him to serve my turn upon him

If you have studied a Shakespearean Tragedy before, what do you expect
Shakespeare might have chosen to capture the attention and emotions of the
audience?
Read the first 42 lines of Othello. Consider the way Shakespeare starts the play
and what his decisions suggest about what he want to emphasize. What does
he want his audience to feel and when? How does it compare to your opening?

2021 Summer Work for Lit B
1. Read the first scene of Othello and complete today’s task for the first lesson.
2. On the J6 website: https://www.beverleyj6.co.uk/summer-work-2021
Have go at each of these to fully prepare for the course:
Starting with the attached documents, find out more about two of the authors you will be studying in the
tragedy unit next year: Arthur Miller and John Keats.
Read the Tragedy Introduction.
Have a look at the attached reading list. These are texts that we recommend as wider reading (especially for the
prose coursework). Try to read at least one of these texts over the summer.
Keats
Miller
Wider Reading
Tragedy Intro
Please listen to this podcast https://soundcloud.com/fishymedia/year-11-moving-into-year-12-feed-your-mind

Until September!

